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January 18, 2011




Sacramento County Board of Education
PO Box 269003
Sacramento, CA 95826-9003





Dear Board of Trustees, 

This communication, serves as a letter of support for the Fortune School of Education’s countywide benefit charter petition for 10 schools grades Pre K-12 focused on closing the African American achievement gap in Sacramento County.  As you know, the performance of African American students in Sacramento County is the lowest among all other peer groups.  Over a third of Black students (37%) in Sacramento County drop out of high school, more than any other group of students in the county.  

It is time for bold, decisive and deliberate action to intervene and improve the quality of education for children in the county.  The consequence for these students who fail in the public school system is frequently incarceration or some other involvement in the penal system. 

The Black Parallel School Board (BPSB) is a community organization developed to support the educational growth and achievement of African descended students.  Our general purpose is to monitor and evaluate educational activities and programs in Sacramento to ensure that they are compatible with the needs of African American students.  Consequently, we have reviewed the school plan outlined in the Fortune School of Education Charter Petition.  This proposal is a well-conceived plan, based on a proven model to improve student achievement among the county’s lowest performing students.  We believe it merits your full support.


Sincerely,


Darryl White, Board Chair
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