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The Black Parallel School Board Demands the Sacramento City Unified District Address the African Descended Exit Exam
On September 9, 2008, the State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O'Connell released The California High School Exit Exam California's 2007-08.  CAHSEE is a test used to determine whether students have mastered key skills before graduating from high school. The CAHSEE is administered to all grade 10 students.  
The Parallel Black School Board (PBSB) is once again appalled at the Sacramento City Unified District’s outrages performance in providing quality education for African Descended students. Granted, there has been an increase in number of African Descended  passing the exam, however, African Descended students ranked at the bottom. In fact, only 43% of African Descended students are passing the Mathematics and 51% are passing English-Language Arts. The achievement gap between African Descended students and Caucasian students was widened by 4 percent in the area of English-Language Arts. . 
Sixty percent of the jobs being created require post high school education.  Clearly given the lack of academic attainment by students of African descent, prospects for their economic security and quality of life are in question, along with the ability of Blacks to maintain stable and secure family structures.  Without a rich and relevant educational system that recognizes and begins to address the inequities in how it educates Black students, the future of an entire Black community is in question.

It is clear that the Sacramento City Unified District has failed again in providing quality education for students of African Descent. The Parallel Black School Board demands that immediate action be taken to reverse the trend.

For more information about the Black Parallel School Board and African Descended students exit exam see the web site www.blackparallelschoolboard.com
